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PUP members and speakers from EUC Press 
event with members of Congress in Washington. 
Tracey Mulvehill on left and Dan Haney in  
the center spoke and did a great job. 
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 Emergency 
Unemployment 
Compensation Saved 
The Emergency Unemployment Compensation program, 
designed to give unemployed workers additional weeks of 
benefits once their state benefits run out, was scheduled to 
expire on December 29, 2012. PUP members held multiple 
public events, including a press conference with members 
of the House of Representatives, to ensure that congress 
remembered all the hardworking people who have fallen 
on difficult times, and that this critically important program 
didn’t get lost in the shuffle surrounding the fiscal cliff. 
 
Then, as part of the last minute deal to avoid the fiscal cliff, 
Congress extended Emergency Unemployment Benefits for 
another year. This means that the 2 million unemployed 
workers across the country who would have been cut off 
will now continue to receive EUC. If you are receiving EUC, 
make sure to continue calling in for your bi-weekly claim!  
PA workers will continue to be eligible for 63 total weeks 
of unemployment.  
 

 

 

 
Joseph Malloy and John Dodds call on Senator 
Bob Casey (D-PA) to support and extension of EUC. 

(AP Photo) 

 

 
PUP rally at CareerLink. 

http://www.philaup.org/


Halting Pay Day 
Lending 
 
PUP played a role in halting legislation that 
would have legalized Pay Day lending and 
which would have allowed legal interest rates 
for loans to be increased to 369%. PUP 
members helped to remind Philadelphia 
Senators of the pain such a change would 
cause to their constituents, including 
leafleting in target districts of uncommitted 
Senators.  In the end a great state wide 
coalition effort derailed the heavily 
financed effort to enact the new law and the 
Legislature adjourned with no Pay Day 
Lending allowed in PA.  
 
After the session ended, PUP members 
visited their elected representatives to thank 
them for stopping Pay Day lending in PA. 
However, it is likely that the loan sharks will 
be back in 2013 to try and peddle their 
parasitic product to the legislature again, and 
we must remain vigilant in order to keep 
them from succeeding. 
 

More PUP Victories 
 

 
 PUP's voter registration crew celebrating nearly 4000 voters 
registered. 
 
 

Voter 
Registration 
Efforts Pay Off 
 

PUP members and UIC staff did a great job 
in registering new voters in two and a half 
months before the October 9 deadline for 
registration.  With the Voter ID/Suppression 
law creating anger it was easier to motivate 
people to vote. We were in many high 
schools, welfare to work EARN centers, at 
McDonalds and Sneaker Villa stores and in 
high traffic areas around the city.   
 
We showed clips from the voter rights 
struggles in Selma and Birmingham in the 
1960s to remind high school students and 
others of how the right to vote was won for 
African Americans. At the end of the 
registration period we had registered 3,899 
people, well over our goal. 
 

 
PUP members thanked Philadelphia Senators for opposing Pay 

Day lending. 



 

 

PUP Events and Services 

 
 

Americans in Struggle 
Film Series motivates 
viewers 
 
The second year of the Americans in Struggle Film series 
brought diverse crowds to the bi-weekly showings of videos 
designed to remind us of the way average Americans have had 
to fight to win the nation that we have now.  Videos on the Civil 
Rights movement like Bridge to Freedom and The Wobblies, on 
the early 1900s labor movement, were great films and had 
nearly full house crowds.  Films on the Haitian Revolution, the 
Stonewall rebellion, 1930s union organizing and the role of 
music in the civil rights movement rounded out a great season 
of screenings. 

 

 
Audience members participate in a discussion 
after viewing a film on the Haitian Revolution. 

 

Commuter Options: 
Getting People to Jobs 
in the Suburbs 
 
PUP’s Commuter Options program is a van and car pooling 
program that helps low income Philadelphia workers to reach 
jobs in suburban locations that are either inaccessible or hard to 
get to by public transportation. The program not only provides 
critical transportation but also acts as an informal mentoring 
group to improve job retention. Commuter Options, also known 
as PUPCO, was used by an average of 86 workers in 2012 to 
access and retain good paying jobs. 

 
Cover of LIFE Magazine during the 
Selma, Alabama voting rights 
campaign of 1965. 
 

PUP Services 
 

 PUP continues to hold its 
weekly jobs club every 
Tuesday at 10am, where job 
seekers can learn about the 
job search and interview 
processes, and peruse job 
leads. 

 PUP computer lab continues 
to be a vital resource for 
many people to look for work 
online and work on their 
resumes 

 PUP’s healthcare navigators 
can help uninsured residents 
get access to subsidized 
healthcare and give referrals 
for free mammograms. 

 PUP’s sister agency, the 
Unemployment Information 
Center, provides quality 
housing counseling, and 
helped over 550 struggling 
homeowners try to save their 
homes from foreclosure in 
2012. 
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New Health Insurance 
coverage coming to 
PA- If Corbett Accepts 
It! 
 
Under President Obama’s new Health Care plan (the 
Affordable Care Act) laid off and moderate income 
citizens will qualify for no-cost health insurance starting in 
2014.  

 
A family of 4 making under $30,656 per year would 
qualify for full health coverage under Medicaid at no cost 
under the new law.  A single person could make up to 
$14,856 and qualify for Medicaid. Large numbers of laid 
off workers on unemployment comp would get full health 
coverage at no cost!  
 
(Higher income people will be able to get insurance with 
tax credits to cover the cost, if their employer doesn’t 
offer coverage.) 
 
 
 
 

 

Take action… 
 
Governor’s in states like Texas, Georgia and Florida 
are refusing to accept the new care even though the 
federal government will pay 100% of the cost for 3 
years and 90% from then on. Will Governor Corbett 
deny 500,000 to 700,000 low and moderate income 
Pennsylvanians health coverage under the Affordable 
Care Act??  
 
Join PUP as we fight to ensure that our elected 
officials don’t let this opportunity to provide hundreds 
of thousands of Pennsylvanians affordable health care 
slip through their fingers. 
 
Contact Governor Corbett and ask him to make 
sure that the new health care coverage will be 
available to Pennsylvania families! 
 
Governor Tom Corbett-Governor@pa.gov or 717-
787-2500. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:Governor@pa.gov

