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Impact of EUC cuts in Tri-State Area: 231,895 Tri-State Residents 
will have lost their unemployment benefits by March 1st, 2014;  

536,400 by year’s end 
The Emergency Unemployment Compensation (EUC) program was enacted by Congress in June of 2008, early 
in the Great Recession, when the unemployment rate was 5.6%.  Since that time the program has kept millions 
of Americans out of poverty.  The program has been scaled back since its peak which provided 99 weeks of 
total benefits. However, it still kept 1.7 million Americans out of poverty in 2012, although down from 2.3 
million in 2011 and 3.2 million in 2010 when benefits were longer. (“Unemployment Insurance Has Lifted 
Fewer from Poverty Since Congress Cut Benefits” The Huffington Post, Arthur Delaney, September 2013) 
The EUC program was terminated on December 28, 2013, reducing unemployment benefits from 63 weeks 
to 26 weeks in most states. This report outlines the impact of that decision to unemployed workers in the tri 
state area of Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware. 

On February 6, 2014 the Senate vote to reauthorize Emergency Unemployment Compensation failed by a 
single Senator. All Senators in PA, DE, & NJ, except for Senator Pat Toomey (R-PA) voted to restore the EUC 
program. Due to the end of EUC more than 105,000 Pennsylvanians will have lost their benefits by March 1st.  
Each week without Congressional action will result in more than 3,500 additional unemployed workers in 
Pennsylvania losing their benefits.  In New Jersey over 121,000 will have lost benefits by March 1st and each 
week 3,427 will run out of benefits. In Delaware over 5,000 people will have expired by March 1, with 185 
joining their ranks each week this year. 

Because of the end of EUC, almost two million workers nationally have had their EUC terminated.  Now only 
one in four unemployed persons is collecting unemployment compensation. (NELP, Share of Unemployed 
Receiving Jobless Aid Will Hit Record Low if Congress Fails to Renew Federal Unemployment Insurance, Dec. 
2013) Over 230,000 will have exhausted benefits in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware by March 1st.  By 
the end of June 354,040 long term unemployed will be without unemployment compensation in the tri state 
area.  Over 535,000 people will lose their benefits by the end of 2014. 

Number of Claimants Losing Benefits in Tri-State Area 

Location Claimants Cut 
Off  
December 28th, 
20131 

Total Number of 
Claimants 
Exhausting 
through March 
1st, 20141 

Total Number of  
Claimants 
Exhausting 
through June 
28th, 20141 

Total 
Number of  
Claimants 
Exhausting   
by End of 
20142 

Average State 
Program 
Exhaustees per 
week1 

Pennsylvania 73,330 105,487 166,228 262,500 3,573 
New Jersey 90,300 121,143 179,402 260,100 3,427 
Delaware 3,600 5,265 8,410 13,800 185 
Tri-State Totals 167,230 231,895 354,040 536,400 7,185 
      
USA Totals 1,336,225 1,982,326 3,202,713 4,856,400 71,788 
1Source: National Employment Law Project analysis of data provided by the U.S. Department of Labor, 
http://www.nelp.org/page/-/UI/2013/EUC-state-impact-tables.pdf?nocdn=1 
2Source: Center on Budget & Policy Priorities, http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=4060n  
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Job Loss and EUC 
According to the Economic Policy Institute the termination of EUC will also result in the loss of 310,000 jobs 
in the US economy due to reduced consumer spending.   This includes 15,200 in PA, 19,660 in NJ and 505 in 
DE according to a report of the Council of Economic Advisors (“The Economic Benefits of Extending 
Unemployment Insurance” December 2013.)   “Long-term unemployed workers, who are almost by definition 
cash-strapped, are likely to immediately spend their unemployment benefits.  Unemployment benefits spent 
on rent, groceries, and other necessities increase economic activity, and that increased economic activity saves 
and creates jobs throughout the economy.” (Labor Market Will Lose 310,000 Jobs in 2014 if Unemployment 
Insurance Extensions Expire By Lawrence Mishel and Heidi Shierholz, Nov. 2013 Economic Policy Institute.) 

What’s happening to people whose checks have been cut off? 
These cuts have had a severe human impact on individuals in the nation and in the tri state region.  Here are 
some snap shots that describe how the cutoff of EUC is affecting working people and families. 

Angel Rizk-Allan is a Philadelphia resident. She is a 37 year old mother of 2 children with disabilities, as well as 
a cancer survivor. She has worked as a notary in Pennsylvania & New Jersey for 10 years, but lost her job in 
December 2012. Since then, she has been diligently searching for work, but has only received one response 
from a prospective employer. Her EUC benefits were cut off on December 28th, 2013. Since then, she has fallen 
behind on her mortgage, and now faces the possibility of foreclosure. 

Linda Harry is a 49 year old resident of Williamsport, PA. She has worked as an accountant and administrative 
assistant since 1995. After losing her job at Highmark Blue Cross in 2012, she moved back to Williamsport 
(from Harrisburg) in the hopes of finding employment. She was able to find employment, but was hospitalized 
for 8 days, and lost her job again. Since then, she has applied for dozens of jobs in her area, but has received 
no responses. Since her EUC was cut off on December 28th, she has had no income. She has used her tax return 
to pay her rent, but does not know how she will be able to make rent next month. 

Vivian Geiger is a 55 year old Philadelphia resident, and has a 30+ year work history. This is her first time ever 
collecting unemployment benefits. For the past 13 years she worked as a case manager in a program  for low 
income Philadelphians. She was laid off over a year ago and has been receiving benefits since November 2012. 
She has filled out countless job applications, but has only had 1 interview. She has been forced to move in with 
her brother and has not been able to contribute to the household expenses since her EUC was cut off. She is 

contacting her creditors and telling them that she 
will not be able to make her payments, despite 
wanting to do so. 

Myrriah & Aaron Mattis are a married couple 
living in Lansdowne, PA. They are 30 & 38, 
respectively. Aaron had worked in desktop 
publishing for a printing company since the age of 
19. When his plant closed in 2010, he began 
receiving unemployment benefits. Eventually, his 
benefits were exhausted. He has since found part-
time work as a limo driver. However, in June 2013, 
Myrriah lost her job of 7 years as a nanny. On 
December 28th, her EUC benefits were cut off. 

Vivian Geiger speaking at the Capitol in January on 
the need to extend EUC 

http://www.epi.org/people/lawrence-mishel/
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Aaron has been unable to find work in his field of printing. Myrriah, while not having found work yet, is hopeful 
that she will soon. The drastic reduction in their income has left them struggling to make ends meet. 
 
Timothy Novak is a dry wall finisher from Philadelphia who has been out of work since March 2013.  He has 
had some part time jobs, but can’t find full time work.  His EUC ended on December 28, 2013 and has only 
enough funds to pay his weekly rent this week.  After that he faces eviction and homelessness.   

These workers are willing to discuss their situation with the media. Press can contact 
Adam Goldman at agoldman@philaup.org or 215-557-0822 x127 if you would like to 
interview any of these people. 

 

In addition, this is a sprinkling of stories of unemployed workers who, as they signed 
a petition calling for the extension of EUC, related their situations: 

Cindy F. from Vineland, NJ: “Even with many years of experience and education in several areas I have not 
been able to find work in the South Jersey area. I am in danger of losing my home if benefits are not extended. 
I’m looking at bankruptcy and food stamps as options. I would rather be gainfully employed and am looking at 
possibilities teaching in foreign countries to get back to work. I’m upside down in my mortgage and homes are 
not moving in my area. Something has to change. I have a BA in business and an MA in education as well as a 
certificate and experience as a computer programmer. Please extend benefits to facilitate continued job 
search.” 

Jennifer from Maple Shade, NJ:  “Please extend the EUC benefits!!!!! Our family DEPENDS on them to keep a 
roof over our heads and the heads of our 4 children!!! My husband has only been on unemployment 6 months 
and he has been unable to find a job in another police department despite an active search!” 

 Tom R. from Somers Point, NJ: “I have spent over 40 years in the full time workforce and for 6 of those years 
enjoyed a six figure income while in a senior management position in one of the Atlantic City casinos that 
unfortunately closed due to extreme saturation in this industry. At my age, 60, and the current job market, I’ve 
sent countless resumes since last May with not one face to face interview. Applied for and received food 
stamps for the first time in my life about a week ago. Also, for the first time in my life I wish I was 2 years older 
so I could begin collecting SS benefits that I paid into, also for over 40 years. I know there are millions of others 
in the same situation and I cannot comprehend why this is not the only topic in the Senate right now. Why 
should millions suffer because the Senate cannot come to an agreement on this CRITICAL issue?” 

Michael P. from Philadelphia, PA: “I am an Air Force veteran who was honorably discharged in February 2013. 
I have been searching relentlessly for almost a year to find a job …any job. I have had 3 part time jobs that did 
not add up to much money but lack of work has left me with no income. Now with the lack of unemployment 
benefits I am at risk of losing my car, my phone service, my apartment and most importantly my dignity and 
may have to ask my parents to move back with them in an already full house with my 3 little brothers. I no 
longer have any money for food, to pay my bills or to live. College students living off of Ramen noodles are 
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eating better than I do. This is what I get for serving my country for four years and spending many of those 
four years deployed. Please help those like me who really need it.” Michael P. Jr., USAF 

Peter B. from Union Beach, NJ: “At least approve tier one so those who are seriously looking for a job (like me) 
can get a little help for those few extra weeks while job hunting. Given no other choice, I will need to apply for 
government assistance such as Medicaid, food stamps, utility assistance so I can take care of my wife and two 
children during these tough times. I have worked hard all my life and just when I need temporary help while 
between jobs I have nothing. Please help!!!!!!” 

Sabrina V. from Union, NJ: “I’m unemployed since October 2013. I’ve been actively seeking work. Offers are 
for half of what I previously made. I’ve been working for the past 15 yrs and now that I need help I’ve been 
given 6 months during a period of the year where not many companies are hiring.” 
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